
Starter prompts for secondary teachers (KS3 & KS4)
Basic prompt bank

Lesson planning support

You are an experienced 
secondary school teacher.
Create a clear lesson outline 
for a KS3/KS4 [subject] lesson 
on [topic]. Include learning 
objectives, a starter, main 
activities, and a plenary. Keep 
it age-appropriate and 
realistic for a mixed-ability 
class.

Differentiation ideas

You are supporting a 
mixed-ability secondary 
class.

Suggest three ways to 
differentiate a lesson on 
[topic] for lower, middle, and 
higher-attaining pupils. Focus 
on practical classroom 
strategies, not extra 
worksheets.

Retrieval practice starter

Create a short retrieval starter 
for a KS3/KS4 [subject] lesson 
on [topic].
Include 5 quick questions that 
check understanding of prior 
learning. Provide answers at 
the end.

Curriculum Links

Suggest cross-curricular links 
for a [History] topic on [the 
Battle of Hastings] for Key 
Stage 3. Include the use of 
digital technology.

Assembly ideas

Suggest an outline for a 
KS3/KS4 assembly on the 
theme of [theme], including a 
short story and interactive 
elements.

Explanation in simple 
language

You are explaining [concept] 
to a KS3/KS4 class. Write a 
clear, pupil-friendly 
explanation using simple 
language and one everyday 
example. Avoid jargon.

Assessment questions

Create 5 assessment 
questions for a KS3/KS4 
[subject] lesson on [topic]. 
Include a mix of recall, 
application, and reasoning 
questions. Provide model 
answers.

Parent communication

Draft a brief newsletter for 
parents about an upcoming 
Year 9 field trip to the 
[location], including key 
information and what the 
students need to bring.


